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Being Better 

 

     Jesus loved the sick and the lame. To prove this, He told the paralyzed man, “Get up! 

Pick up your mat and go on home!” And that is just what the man did. Jesus loved 

people and He used His ability and authority for the good of the people. He was always 

teaching and telling people what they should do. But let’s face it: not all He taught was 

pleasant to hear. And all He told people to do was not always what they preferred to 

do. But what He said did come across as being very serious. Even His enemies knew He 

was dead serious. And that is why they were always trying to shut Him up. 

 

     The other day I was wondering why Jesus didn’t collect a group of these people who 

were very lazy in their spiritual everyday lives and say something to them. Well, what 

would He have to say to these people who just drift along and have little or nothing to 

give to this world of ours? After all, they are on the take for anything any good soul 

might give them. Sure, we know Jesus had a tender spot in his heart for all those people 

who could not help themselves. He felt for the lame and the sick, but I don’t think He 

had any admiration for all the healthy people who only pretended they were lame and 

sick.  

     I am sure you know who I am talking about. It’s those people who are living off the 

government or off their relatives and friends. And, of course, they will accept anything 

and everything they can get out of strangers. Now, if Jesus were to speak to these 

people, I think this is what He might tell them: 

     ‘You have to better yourself. Why do you think my Father and I created you? You 

have to study and you have to learn. After all, that is what your brains are for. And you 

have to read. And you have to read good worthwhile things! What do you think We 

gave you eyes for? Get up off your bedunkus; use your legs, hands and your whole 

body. Get a job and do something to benefit yourself and others. Work! Construct! 

Produce! Why do you think We gave you all your abilities? And, I have to remind you, 

there is no place in heaven for free-loaders and goof-offs like you.’ 

     Well, do you think that is what Jesus would say to them? And if He did, you can be 

sure He would say it with authority. That means when Jesus speaks, we better be all 

ears. And we have to put what He says into action. 

*Inspired by Mark 2:1-12 


